
With the latest round of road improvements 
coming to an end, the City of Dexter 
continues to be proactive in managing and 
maintaining our roadway network.  From mid
-May through early July, approximately 3.9 
miles of City streets were upgraded using 
two different types of preventative 
maintenance techniques.   Dexter Ann Arbor 
Road and Ryan received a surface treatment 
called micro-surfacing.  And many other 
roads throughout the original Village area, 
Dexter Crossing, Huron Farms and Westridge 
received a surface treatment called a cape 
seal.  Both of these surface treatments were 
previously utilized during the (then) Village’s 
2009 Road Improvement Program and were 
found to be very successful in prolonging the 
life cycle of our pavements and drastically 
reducing annual maintenance costs.     

In 2014, the City levied an additional 0.5 
mill in the Street Fund to pay for an 
$800,000 bond issuance.  The $800,000 
was used to jumpstart the initial 
implementation of a road improvement plan 
that has a primary goal of keeping the good 

roads good (or better) instead of letting 
them degrade. The City has rated its 
roadway network 4 times since 2008 using 
the PASER (Pavement Surface Evaluation 
and Rating) system.  The PASER system rates 
the surface of the roadways from 1 to 10, 
with 1 being a very poor pavement surface 
and 10 representing a newly reconstructed 
pavement surface.  We have used these 
ratings to help guide our road improvement 
program over the past several years. This 
program has included a full array of 
techniques to improve our pavements, 
including preventative maintenance such as 
crack sealing, patching, resurfacing, crush 
and shaping and full roadway 
reconstruction. The graphic on page 4 shows 
the average condition of the City’s roadway 
system since 2008. 

The City of Dexter has nearly 19 miles of 
roadways within its jurisdiction. 8.3 miles of 
these roadways were added to the system 
between 1997 and 2003 representing over 
40% of the infrastructure.  As many of these  
(Continued on Page 4) 
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and 10:00 am – 4:00 pm in 
Monument Park. 

October 22nd: Bring the kids 
out for Pumpkin Painting 
from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.  
Pumpkins are provided free 
of charge. 

October 29th: We end our 
season with the ever popular 
Dress Up Your Dog for 
Halloween Contest! Staging 
is from 11:30 - 11:45 am, 
with judging to follow. 

Thank you to everyone who 
supports the Dexter Farmers 
Market. 

The season is 
in full swing at 
the Dexter’s 
Farmers 
Market!     

Our very own Market is 
open through October 29th.  
The days and hours of 
operation are Saturdays 
from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 
and Tuesdays from 2:00 pm 
to 6:00 pm. 

There is a wide variety of 
fruits, vegetables and herbs 
available at the market, as 
well as homemade crafts 
and food items. 

The Market holds special 
events throughout the 
season.  Following are our 
upcoming events: 

September 10th: Music will 
be provided by  The 
MacDonald Brothers. 

September 17th : A food 
demonstration will be given 
by Executive Chef Chris from 
Terry B’s. 

October 1st is Apple Daze 
as well as a Farmers Market 
Day.  Fun can be found for 
the whole family from 10:00 
am – 2:00 pm at market 

Dexter’s Farmers Market 
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City Council and Commission Meetings  
Arts, Culture and Heritage 
Committee 

6:30 p.m. at the 

Dexter Senior Center 

7720 Ann Arbor Street 

September 6, 2016 

October 4, 2016 
November 1, 2016 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Meets as required. 

 

The City Offices are closed 

September 5, 2016 in 
observance of Labor Day. 

 

City Council 
7:30 p.m. at the  
Dexter Senior Center 
7720 Ann Arbor Street 

August 22, 2016 
September 12, 2016 
September 26, 2016 
October 10, 2016 
October 24, 2016 

Planning Commission 
7:00 p.m. at the  
Dexter Senior Center 
7720 Ann Arbor Street 

September 6, 2016 
October 3, 2016 
November 7, 2016 

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 
7:00 p.m. at the 
City Offices 
8123 Main Street 

August 23, 2016 
September 20, 2016 
October 18, 2016 

Downtown Development 
Authority 
7:30 a.m. at the 
Dexter Senior Center 
7720 Ann Arbor Street 

August 18, 2016 
September 15, 2016 
October 20, 2016 

City Adds Permanent Public Art to our Parks 
The Dexter Lions Club has generously donated “The Sound of 
the Wind” sculpture by artist Robert Barnum to the City. This 
piece will be located in Lions Park at the corner of Edison and 
Ann Arbor Streets. The installation is expected to occur in late 
August or early September. 

The City has purchased the “Balancing Act” sculpture (also 
known as the Dragonfly sculpture) by artist Pamela 
Reithmeier. The sculpture was first installed as part of the 
Dexter Art Gardens temporary sculpture display in August 
2015. The sculpture is set to remain in its current location 
along the curved pathway in Mill Creek Park.   

Please Do Your Part for Dexter 
Vegetation:  If you have 
plants, shrubs or trees on your 
property that have grown 
over the sidewalk, please trim 
them back so that they are 
not obstructing the safe use of 
sidewalks. 

Grass Clippings:  Please do 
not blow grass clippings into 
the street when mowing your 
lawn. These clippings travel 
into our storm sewer system 
which can cause the drains to 
clog. If you have a 
landscaping company that 
mows your lawn please pass 
this information along to them. 

Dexter has ordinances in 
place and also makes 
requests that help keep our 
city beautiful and safe.  
We ask that everyone do 
their part to help. 

Dog Waste:  Please pick up 
after your dogs and 
dispose of the waste in a 
trash can.  Dog waste bags 
are located in various 
places around the City.  Do 
not put dog waste in 
recycle bins, compost bags, 
or in the City’s storm drains.  
We have recently seen an 
increase in these very 
unsanitary practices. 

Riding Bikes:  Riding your 
bicycle on sidewalks 
downtown is not permitted.  
Bicycle riders should walk 
their bike when on 
sidewalks downtown to 
avoid collisions in front of 
business entrances. 

Trash Day:  Trash cans, 
recyclables, and compost 
bags should be placed out 
at the street no earlier than 
5:00 pm on Thursday. All 
materials need to be out at 
the curb by 7:00 am Friday 
morning.  

Coal Tar Driveway Sealants:    
As of August 3rd, the use of 
coal tar sealants on asphalt 
driveways and parking lots 
within City limits has been 
banned.  Coal tar contains 
chemicals that have been 
identified as probable 
carcinogens.  Please visit the 
Huron River Watershed 
Council’s website at 
www.hrwc.org/the-watershed/
threats/coal-tar/ for more 
information on how to choose 
coal tar free sealants and 
contractors. 
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For the fourth year in a row local and visiting artists will paint for four days in and around Dexter as participants in the 
Paint Dexter Plein Air Festival. The festival culminates with a two-day exhibit and silent auction of all competition artwork 
in the Tent Gallery in Monument Park. Activities include a friendly competition for professional and emerging artists, 
a quick-draw painting competition, a NEW Professional Artist Small Works Exhibit, a silent auction and artwork sale, and 
other events.  

For more information, please visit the Paint Dexter Plein Air Festival website at www.paintdexter.org. 

Paint Dexter Schedule of Events 

Date Time Event 

Monday, August 15 10:00 am - Sundown Artists Paint In and Around Dexter 

Tuesday, August 16 Sunrise - Sundown Artists Paint In and Around Dexter 

Wednesday, August 17 12:00 - 6:30 pm Children’s Workshop “Cookies and Canvas” in Monument Park  

  (Registration Required) 

 Sunrise - Sundown Artists Paint In and Around Dexter 

Thursday, August 18 Sunrise - Sundown Artists Paint In and Around Dexter 

Friday August 19 9:30 am - 12:30 pm Quick Draw Competition in Mill Creek Park  

 2:00 - 4:00 pm Judging in Tent Gallery 

 2:00 - 9:00 pm Wet Paint Silent Auction Sale 

 2:00 - 9:00 pm People’s Choice Award Voting 

 5:30 - 6:00 pm Award Ceremony in Tent Gallery 

 6:00 - 8:00 pm Dexter Community Orchestra Jazz Trio in the Tent Gallery 

 9:00 pm Tent Gallery Closed  

Saturday, August 20 9:00 am - 2:30 pm Plein Air Painting Competition Exhibit and Wet Paint Silent Auction 

  

 11:00 am - 2:00 pm Children’s Chalk Art Event in Monument Park 

 12:00 - 12:30 pm People’s Choice Award Ballots Tallied and Awarded 

 12:30 - 2:00 pm Dexter Community Orchestra Chamber Quartet with light refreshments n 

  the Tent Gallery 

 2:30 pm Silent Auction Closes 

 3:00 - 4:15 pm Sales Processed and Buyers Pick Up Purchased Artwork 

 

http://paintdexter.org/silent-auction/�


Dexter City Update Page 4 

Roads and Sidewalks Continued 

Looking ahead, we have 
federal money coming for 
Central Street in 2019. This 
project will complete the 
reconstruction of the last two 
blocks of Central Street 
between Third and Fifth. The 
look of the final product will 
be consistent with the blocks 
of Central that have been 
done over the past five 
years.  

This fall, our focus will switch 
from cars to pedestrians.  The 
City is currently seeking bids 

newer roads begin to show 
signs of deterioration, it 
becomes extremely 
important to perform timely 
maintenance to ensure that 
condition is maintained.  
Roads where maintenance is 
neglected can quickly 
deteriorate and costs to 
restore the pavements grow 
exponentially. For example, 
a road that deteriorates 
below a PASER value of 4 
will have a repair costs 
nearly 4 times that of a road 
at a 6.  By performing these 

lower cost fixes earlier in the 
pavement’s life cycle, the City 
is able to maintain all the 
network’s pavements to a 
higher average PASER score 
while also greatly extending 
the life cycle of pavements.  
With a large portion of the 
City roads approaching 20 
years old, the use of timely 
preventative maintenance will 
cost effectively maintain these 
roads and the rest of the 
network. 

 

for sidewalk repair work, 
ADA ramp upgrades and 
new sidewalk in several 
areas across the City to 
improve connectivity.    As 
always, we will notify 
residents in affected areas 
prior to beginning any work, 
but we wanted to mention 
that this program will likely 
be starting in early 
September.  
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Dexter to Offer Emailed Utility Bills 

The City’s Utility 
Department is planning on 
stepping our utility billing 
up to the next level by 
offering e-billing.  This will 
increase convenience for 
our utility customers while 
lowering costs and 
streamlining operations. 

We expect to roll out this 
service in the next several 
months, and are asking 
interested customers to send 
their email information to 
our Utility Billing Clerk at 
eaiken@DexterMI.gov.  

Once the City is ready to 
go live with the service, she 
will send an email to those 
who have signed up to let 
them know. 

The City currently offers 
automatic debit for utility 
billing.  Those desiring e-
billing are encouraged to 
sign up for this service.  
(People wishing to continue 
paper billing are welcome 
to sign up too!)  To sign up 
for automatic debit, please 
fill out the form below and 
return it to the City Offices. 

Here  in Dexter we believe 

that one of the best ways to 

foster good governance is to 

provide training and support 

to our future leaders.  To that 

end, over the past several 

years we have been 

fortunate to have 

undergraduate and graduate 

students work and/or 

volunteer for the City in a 

variety of internship and 

temporary positions. 

Currently, in our office we 

have a graduate student in 

public administration from 

Wayne State University; 

there are two planning 

graduate students from the 

University of Michigan 

volunteering to create a new 

vision for one of our parks; 

and several undergraduate 

students who are filling 

summer help positions at the 

Department of Public Works. 

Growing Good Governance 
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Volunteers Needed! 

Lion’s Park 
On June 18th, 
members of 
the Dexter 
community 

came together to construct 
the new Lion’s Park 
playground. This Community 
Build Day was a huge 
success, with approximately 
20 volunteers assisting with 
the construction. Food and 
drinks were donated by 
Robert Ewing of Charles 
Reinhart, and Aubree’s 
Pizzeria and Grill. 
Donations towards the 
purchase of the playground 
structures, equipment, and 
grading were provided by 
the Dexter Lions Club, 
Knight’s Grading and 
Excavating, Boullion Sales, 
Running Fit, Doors and 
Drawers, Thomson Shore, 
Diubles Equipment Co., 
Lowe’s, and Dexter 
Community Schools. 

The City of Dexter currently 
has openings on several of 
our commissions and 
committees. 

Arts, Culture & Heritage:  
This eleven member 
committee is seeking a new 
member. They meets on the 
first Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 pm. They advise 
City Council on the 
development of arts, culture 
and heritage; promote and 
publicize projects that 
support arts, culture and 
heritage; serve as 
advocates for arts, culture, 
and heritage and encourage 
networking and 
collaboration. 

Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA):  The 
Authority is seeking one new 
member, who must be a 
resident of the DDA District.  
The DDA is responsible for 
preventing deterioration 

within the downtown business 
district, promoting economic 
growth, and encouraging 
commercial revitalization. The 
Board meets on the third 
Thursday of the month at 
7:30 am. 

Parks & Recreation 
Commission:  This seven 
member commission is seeking 
one new member. They meet 
on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00.  This 
Commission that is responsible 
for making recommendations 
to City Council on the 
planning and development of 
City parks. 

The Committee application 
can be accessed online at 
www.dextermi.gov or by e-
mailing 
cnicholls@dextermi.gov  

Border to Border Trail 

Thanks to a joint effort 
between the Washtenaw 
County Parks and Recreation 
Commission (WCPRC) and 
the City of Dexter, the final 
segment of the Border to 
Border Trail between Dexter 
Huron Metropark and 
Central Street was 
completed in July 2016.   

Our section of the trail is 
part of the Huron River 
Greenway (linking Ypsilanti, 
Ann Arbor and Dexter) and 
the Huron Waterloo 
Pathway (linking Dexter, 
Chelsea, Stockbridge, the 
Lakelands Trail, and 
Pinckney in a loop).  Our 
downtown is definitely the 
key that holds this project 
together!  We hope that 
everyone can get out and 
enjoy this outstanding asset 
in our community. 

Energy Savings at the Sewer Plant Water Restrictions 

In early summer 2015 the 
City’s Waste Water 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) 
had a high volume air 
blower fail. The WWTP has 
blower units to supply air to 
the microorganisms as a 
part of the waste water 
treatment process. Due to 
the age of the equipment, 
we were not able to procure 
repair parts for the failed 
unit and began evaluating 
replacement options. The 
decision was made to install 
an outdoor unit with greater 
capacity to free up needed 
space inside the WWTP. 
Construction was completed 

in May of 2016 with great 
success. The advancements in 
blower technology allow the 
new unit to supply more air 
to the treatment system, while 
creating a significant 
reduction in energy 
consumption. The increase in 
efficiency of the equipment 
allowed the City to receive a 
$20,000 energy rebate 
incentive from DTE to help 
fund the project.  

In an effort to protect our 
aquifers, conserve water 
resources, and control our 
peak hour water demand, 
the City is continuing to 
enforce outdoor watering 
restrictions.  Typical daily 
usage in the winter is 
between 250,000 and 
350,000 gallons of water 
per day; in June 2016 the 
usage reached over 
900,000 gallon per day. 
Optimal summer usage for 
the water system is around 
700,000 gallons per day.  

Outdoor water usage is 
restricted to odd/even 

days. Residents and 
businesses with odd 
numbered addresses 
(ending in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9) 
may do outdoor watering 
only on odd numbered 
dates. Likewise, those with 
even numbered addresses 
(2, 4, 6, 8, 0) may do 
outdoor watering only on 
even numbered dates. In 
addition, outdoor watering 
is prohibited between 6 am 
and 10 am. A simple 
adjustment of the start time 
of your irrigation system 
control can achieve this. 

Thank you! 

Park News 

http://www.dextermi.gov�
mailto:cnicholls@dextermi.gov�
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Summer Tax Bills - Postmark Change 
By now, you should have received your 2016 Summer Tax Bill in the mail.  Payment 
on these taxes may be made without penalty through September 15th.  If you did 
not receive your bill, you may view it by going to the City’s website at 
www.DexterMI.gov, call the Treasurer, Marie Sherry, at (734) 580-2231, or email 
her at msherry@DexterMI.gov and she will be happy to send you a copy. 

An important change to note is that postmarks are no longer accepted.  Any 
payments (mail or in person) received on or after September 16th will be subject to 
the 1% per month statutory penalty.  The reason for this change is to align the City 
with policy adopted by the Washtenaw County Treasurers Association.   

November Election 
at the City Office. It is highly 
recommended that if you 
have not voted in several 
years that you double-check 
your voter registration status 
by contacting Justin Breyer, 
Assistant to the City Manager 
(contact information listed 
below). 

Absentee Voting:  Absentee 
ballots are available 45 
days before each election. If 
you have already completed 
a dual-application for 
absentee balloting for the 
August and November 
Elections, you will 
automatically be sent a ballot 
for the November Election 
when they are available. 

The City of Dexter Clerk’s 
Office maintains a Permanent 
Absent Voter List. The 
Permanent Absent Voter List 
is a list of voters who qualify 

Please mark your calendars 
for the November 8, 2016 
Presidential Election. The 
City’s two voting precincts 
are located at the Dexter 
Senior Center (7720 Ann 
Arbor St., Dexter, MI 
48130). High turnout is 
expected for the 
November Election, with the 
peak wait times being the 
morning rush (7:00 – 9:00 
am), the lunch rush (11:30 
am – 12:30 pm), and the 
after work rush (5:00 – 
6:30 pm).  

In the spring of 2016 the 
Michigan State Legislature 
passed legislation 
eliminating the straight-
ticket voting option for all 
Michigan elections. The 
status of this voting option 
for the November Election 
is uncertain, as it is currently 
pending litigation in 

federal court. The 
elimination of the straight-
ticket voting option could 
potentially increase the 
wait times. Please plan 
your visit to the polls 
accordingly. 

Last Day to Register to 
Vote:  The Last Day to 
Register to Vote for the 
November Election is 
October 11, 2016. City of 
Dexter residents may 
register to vote at the 
Dexter City Office, any 
Secretary of State Branch 
office, and the Washtenaw 
County Clerk’s Department. 
If you recently moved to 
the City of Dexter, 
registering to vote at the 
City Office will also cause 
a Driver’s License update 
sticker to be mailed to your 
house. There are typically 
no lines to register to vote 

under state law to vote by 
absentee ballot. All voters on 
the Permanent Absent Voter list 
are automatically sent an 
ABSENTEE BALLOT 
APPLICATION for each election 
scheduled in the City of 
Dexter. 

To request an absentee ballot 
or to register for the 
Permanent Absent Voter List, 
please contact Justin Breyer, 
Assistant to the City Manager 
(contact information listed 
below). 

To request an absentee ballot, 
to register to vote, to sign-up 
for the Permanent Absentee 
Voter List, or for any questions 
relating to elections, please 
contact Justin Breyer, Assistant 
to the City Manager at 734-
580-2234 or by e-mail at 
Jbreyer@dextermi.gov. 

The City’s Drop Box 
for after-hours 
payment is located in 
front of the Sheriff’s 
Office at 8140 Main 
Street (the Fire 
Station by Mill Creek 
Park). 

The City and Foremost Development have been working over the past five months to develop a conceptual plan for the 
redevelopment of 3045 Broad, which is located next to the southern portion of Mill Creek Park.  

Three public meetings have already been held to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on the redevelopment 
ideas.  A fourth public meeting will be held in mid to late August.  If you would like more information about this meeting or the 
project itself, please contact the Community Development Manager, Michelle Aniol at maniol@DexterMI.gov or (734) 580-
2233. 

3045 Broad Street 

mailto:Jbreyer@dextermi.gov�


The City Offices are located at 8123 Main St, 2nd Floor, above the PNC 

Bank.  Hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

Elected Officials: 

Shawn Keough, Mayor:  skeough@DexterMI.gov (313) 363-1434 

Jim Carson, Councilperson:  jcarson@DexterMI.gov (734) 502-4257 

Donna Fisher, Councilperson:  dfisher@DexterMI.gov (734) 649-5169 

Julie Knight, Councilperson:  jknight@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-4961 

Zach Michels, Councilperson:  zmichels@DexterMI.gov (734) 726-0616 
Jim Smith, Councilperson:  jdsmith@DexterMI.gov (7345) 426-8885  

Ray Tell, Mayor Pro Tem:  rtell@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-3398 

Staff: 

City Manager:  cnicholls@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2229 

Assistant to the Manager: jbreyer@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2234 

Treasurer:  msherry@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2231 

Clerk: cjones@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8303 
Community Development: maniol@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2233 

Utility Billing: eaiken@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2232 

Administrative Assistant: btuscano@DexterMi.gov (734) 580-2230 

Public Works:  kaugustine@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8530 

Public Utilities: dschlaff@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-4572 

 

      Utilities After Hour Emergencies:  (734) 368-5212 

City of Dexter 

8140 Main St 

Dexter MI 48130 

(734) 426-8303 

Mayor: 

Shawn Keough 

Council Members: 

Jim Carson 
Donna Fisher 

Julie Knight 

Zach Michels 

James Smith 

Ray Tell 

City Staff 

Courtney Nicholls, 
City Manager 

Michelle Aniol,  

Community Development 

Justin Breyer 

Asst. to City Manager 

Carol Jones, 
Interim City Clerk 

Dan Schlaff, 

Public Services 

Marie Sherry, 

Treasurer/Finance 
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